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Intimate, electrifying

After captivating audiences worldwide this 
year, including standout performances 
at both Coachella Valley Music and Arts 
Festival weekends, The Beths are about 
to make a triumphant homecoming. The 
Auckland indie-pop sensations will play 
Wellington’s new Meow Nui venue in a 
sold-out show on the 28th of September… 
but don’t fret! If you still want to catch this 
intimate headline tour, a second show has 
been added on the 29th. 

The Beths – vocalist and guitarist Elizabeth 
Stokes, guitarist Jonathan Pearce, bassist 
Benjamin Sinclair, and drummer Tristan 
Deck, who joined the band in 2019 – 
released their breakout album Future Me 

Hates Me via Carpark Records in 2018. 
Hailed by Pitchfork as “one of the most 
impressive indie-rock debuts of the year”, 

what followed for the band has been 

highlight after highlight. Supporting Pixies; 

winning Album of the Year, Best Group, 
and Best Alternative Artist at the Aotearoa 
Music Awards for their sophomore record 
Jump Rope Gazers (2020), praised for its 
“Beatles-level melodic smarts” by Rolling 

Stone; performing a Tiny Desk Concert 
for NPR… and that’s barely scratching the 
record’s surface. 
In 2022, The Beths released Expert In A 

Dying Field to a wealth of critical praise. 
A capsule of their most electrifying and 
exciting output, filled with the shapes and 
ghosts left in absences, their third and 
latest album leaves a question hanging 
in the whistling wind: what do you do with 
how intimately versed you’ve become in a 
person, once they’re gone from your life?
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Uber drivers are employees…

Advice from Alan

by Alan Knowsley, consultant, Rainey Collins Lawyers

The Court of Appeal has 
upheld the Employment 
Court’s decision 

that Uber drivers are employees not 
independent contractors.
The Court looked at the intention of 
the parties and the true nature of their 

relationship, rather than the description 
given to it in the contract.
Uber’s terms and conditions expressly 
state there is no employment relationship 
between Uber and its drivers. The Court 
of Appeal examined Uber’s terms and 
conditions and observed that: drivers are 
prohibited from contacting passengers 
or making use of any information 
provided to them by Uber other than to 
provide transport services; drivers must 
provide their own equipment including a 
vehicle, mobile phone, mobile data, and 
insurance; the vehicle must meet Uber’s 
requirements and be approved by Uber; 
Uber has discretion to restrict, or prevent, 
drivers from using the Uber app; drivers 
are required to exercise “due skill, care and 
diligence” when providing services; Uber 
has the right to calculate the fare which 
can be decreased, but not increased, by 

drivers; Uber has the right to set the service 
fee and charge a driver any additional 
fees; Uber handles passenger complaints 
and makes final decisions regarding 
complaints; receipts are issued by Uber on 
the driver’s behalf; drivers have to meet 
their tax obligations themselves; Uber has 
the right to modify its terms and conditions 
at any time; and drivers can work at any 
place and at any time, and can stop 
working without notifying Uber.
These were drafted to avoid the 

appearance of an employment relationship, 
but Uber gave itself control over its terms 
and conditions, day-to-day operations, 
and the manner in which drivers provide 
services. The Court concluded that drivers 
are employees of Uber when logged into, 
and using, the Uber app.

The Court acknowledged the prevalence 
of ad hoc services being provided through 
mobile apps in a ‘gig economy’. Each 
platform will have to be scrutinised by 
its own contractual arrangements and 
their operation in reality. It is likely that 
the Courts will find similar arrangements 
to amount to an employment agreement 
rather than a contractor agreement.
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South African Shop
Howick
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of South African groceries, 
homemade rusks, and braai/potjie 
essentials.

We deliver countrywide!
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