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Tantalising tomfoolery
Enter The Fringe Bar at your own peril on the 12th of 

April – at Kooky Kabaret, everyone is as mad as a 
hatter! From the bizarrely unusual to the deliciously 
weird, this madcap menagerie will celebrate the 
seriously strange side of cabaret, with circus, 
burlesque, drag, and more all performed to the 
delight of odd onlookers. 

“There is such an amazing and diverse array of 
performers here in Te Whanganui-a-Tara,” organiser 
and cabaret extraordinaire JoJo Bellini beams. “I 
am excited to be able to showcase this talent in all 
its weirdly wonderful, glittery glory.”

The Kooky Kabaret cast list has been carefully 
curated to combine the most cracked and crooked 
characters from this cool little capital. In the circus 

department is aerial hoop and trapeze artist Liam 

Sharpe as well as multi-talented carnie Athena 
Rose. Cailiah the Banshee will twist and tumble 
into a Kate Bush number, while Ms Weeds holds 
her own in the burlesque category and Constance 
Craving sprinkles a heaping dose of glitz and 
glamour about The Fringe Bar. 

Delivering daring drag are Willy SmacknTush and 
King Markiss with zany performances aplenty 
alongside the original kooky queen Stabitha – out 
of retirement especially for this show. 

If you’re a bit off-kilter yourself then you’ve found 

the perfect place. We’re all mad here, and once you 
take your seat, you’ll find yourself copiously curious 
about the cooked capers at Kooky Kabaret as well!

Spellbinding spectacle

Entertainment meets education at Haiming 
Jiang’s Hilarious Comedy Hypnosis Show. 

Having appeared on Kiwi screens via 
TikTok and TV1’s Seven Sharp, his funny 
and fascinating antics where audience 
members become the stars of the show 
will now take to stages across the motu, 
stopping off at Paraparaumu Memorial Hall 
on the 19th of April. 

Audiences can expect a sassy, silly, 
spellbinding spectacle as Haiming delivers 
a show that blends traditional Chinese 

Qigong and modern hypnotic techniques. 
Through hypnosis, Haiming will transform 
shy volunteers into hilarious entertainers 

to demonstrate the power of the 

subconscious mind. 
While providing entertainment for all ages, 
Haiming’s Hilarious Comedy Hypnosis 

Show also educates audiences on the 
benefits of hypnosis. Through easy-to-
understand and first-hand experiences, the 
hypnotist explains how self-hypnosis can be 
used to change limiting beliefs and unlock 
untapped potential. 

Haiming was first drawn to the field through 
his curiosity about the human mind. Today, 
he has delivered nearly 100 shows across 
Aotearoa and Australia. A confidence coach, 
author, and influencer, when he’s not on 
stage he uses the power of hypnotism to 
help transform restrictive mentalities into 
empowering mindsets that enable people 
to live life to the fullest, an approach that 
has been highly effective in helping people 
overcome anxiety and depression. 
Become transfixed at Haiming’s Hilarious 

Comedy Hypnosis Show.

Born This Way
Mother monster has brought Mayhem into the 

world, and to celebrate the release of this newest 
album from Lady Gaga, the little monsters of 
Wellington drag have come out to show Pōneke 
audiences they were born this way. On the 11th of 

April, drag queens, kings, and things will bring a 
little bit of their own mayhem and madness to Ivy 

Bar and Cabaret for Lady Gaga Drag Show. 

Rising to stardom in 2008 with her album The 

Fame, which featured chart-topping tracks the 
likes of Just Dance, Poker Face, and Paparazzi as 

well as Bad Romance, Telephone, and Alejandro 

on the album’s subsequent re-release The Fame 

Monster, Lady Gaga’s new album Mayhem 

features a dark, avant-garde aesthetic with gothic 
influences.
With Academy, Golden Globe, GRAMMY®, BAFTA, 

Billboard, and MTV Awards sitting in her cabinet, 
not to mention six solo studio albums, two 
collaborative studio albums, four film soundtracks, 
three remix albums, two compilation albums, 
two live albums, four EPs, and 42 singles in 
her discography, Lady Gaga has become one of 
the most influential figures of our time. Add a 
list of award-winning movies and her extensive 
philanthropy work to her resume and it’s clear 
her legacy is one that will be remembered for 
generations. 
Paying tribute to mother monster at Lady Gaga 

Drag Show are Wellington’s own icons Vixen 
Temple, Amoeba Geezer, Maria Richman, and Lynn 
D’Hour. Whether you want to ra-ra-ah-ah-ah or 

roma-roma-ma, get to Lady Gaga Drag Show for a 

dose of Bad Romance.

�e Media Council
Advice from Alan

by Alan Knowsley, consultant, Rainey Collins Lawyers

The Media Council deals 
with complaints generally 
about print media 

such as newspapers 
and magazines plus online content of 
publications and broadcasters. A complaint 
should first be submitted to the editor or 

author and there are strict timeframes to 
raise a complaint. If it is about an article, 
within one month of initial publication. For 
a series of articles, within one month of the 
last article (or the grounds for complaint 
becoming apparent). For a blog or online 
content, within one month, but up to two 
years if it remains online. For matters not 
relating to a publication, within one month 
of the incident. For refusal to publish, within 
two months of the request to publish.
If the complainant is not satisfied with 
the outcome or it is not dealt with within 
10 working days, then a complaint can 
be made to the Media Council within 20 
working days.
The Media Council gives primary 
consideration to freedom of expression 
along with the public interest. The principles 
they usually look at include: accuracy, 
fairness, and balance – there should be 
no deliberate misleading or misinforming 

of readers and opposing views should be 
included. Privacy should be respected, 
especially of those suffering from grief or 
trauma, but privacy does not override the 
reporting of matters of public interest or 
record. The interests of children and young 
people need special care and only an 
exceptional degree of public interest will 
override that. 

Facts should be accurate and clearly 
distinguished from commentary. Opinion 
pieces should be clearly identified. 
Headlines should be accurate and fair. 
Issues of diversity and discrimination 
may be reported on and opinions offered. 

Confidential sources should be protected 
but need to be well informed and reliable. 

Information cannot be obtained by 
subterfuge or dishonest means, except 
in very limited circumstances. Conflicts of 
interest should be declared. Photographs 
must not be manipulated without disclosure 
and photographs of shocking or distressing 
situations need special consideration. 
Any significant errors should be corrected 
promptly with fair prominence. Apologies 
and a right of reply should be considered.
The Media Council website has an online 
process for submitting a complaint.
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