Fairfax Media Digital Edition - What to know when preparing your w...

1of1

What to know when
preparing your will

H asks if you can leave a
close relative out of a will,

When you make a will yeu
want to know that your property
will go to the people you want it
1o,

You can leave close family
members out of your will or
recognise family members in
unequal shares if there are good
reasons for it, but the will may
be r:hal.lenged as a breach of
your duty to provide for those
family members.

There are four main
restrictions on doing what you
want in your will:

1. There is a moral duty on
the will-maker to adeguately
provide for the proper mainten-
ance and aupport of people
entitled to provision from their
estnte. These are their spouse,
civil union partner or de facio
partner, children, dependent
stepchildren, gmndch:ldren and
parenta lin gpecial cireum-
stances),

The duty to provide is not lim-
ited to those who need financial
assistance.

Many well-off claimants have
received substantial payments
from the estate for non-financial
reasons, such as an acknow-
ledgement of their place of
belonging in the family. The
amount of payment will vary in
all the circumstances of the par-
ticular case.

2. The law allows a pergon

who has performed some service
or work for the deceased in
return for a promise of reward
in the will to claim from the
estate. The work provided and
the promise to reward the
worker in the will must be
related to each other.

The amount awarded will be
confined to r

If you want to leave your prop-
erty in a way that differs from
normal, it ia important to tell
your lawyer why and to provide
good evidence to back up those
reasons.

That will enable these ressons
to be induded in the will, and
for the court to take those
reasons inte account if a claim
on the estate is made.

B asks what the situation

is if a neighbour cuts back a.
boundnry hedge  and
destroys the hedge,

A hedge that rune along the
boundary of adjourning proper-
ties is a fence under the Fencing
Act 1978.

That means that both
neighbours have to contribute to
the maint of the hedge.

sation for the work uctually
done for the deceased.

8. The partner of a deceased
person can elaim a 50 per cent
share of his or her estate instead
of receiving whatever they were
left in the will.

If the survivor of the relation-
ahip is not bound by a Contrac-
ting Qut agreement and is not
adequately provided for in the
w1ll then & claim for equal

can be made.

4,. The will-maker must be of
sound mind when making the
will and must not have been
unduly influenced or fooled into
making cortain provisions in the
will.

There are no specifications
under the act as to how high or
wide the hedge can be, but any
live fence {a hedge) must be
“elose and sufficient”

Tt must be thick enough to act
as a proper fence.

If one neighbour cuts a hedge
back nnd destroys it as a fence
or kills it, then they will have
damaged the “fence” and be
liable for its repair/replacement.

1 Column courtesy of Rainey
Collins Lawyers, ph

0B00 733 484, If you have an
inquiry you would like discussed,
email Alan on aknowsley@
raineycolins.co.nz.

Sustainability discussed

By KRIS DANDO

A one-day seminar on
sustainability at Hongocka
Marae covers alternative power
sourees, compoeting and grow-
ing orgenic It

Organiser Wiremu Grace said
jt was a coup for the marae to
get several respected speakers,
who are attending a permacul

ture conference in Wellinglon.

Grace said the day would com-
prise hands-on activities and
Jectures, to stimulate thinking
en topics such as creating
sustainable neighbourhoods.

“We just want to inspire the
public a bit, get them talking
and the debate geing.”

Grace said he would like the
seminar to be the starting point

for a wider discussion with
Porirua’s civic leaders about
planning in the city,

The seminar on April 24
beging with a powhiri at 9am
and runs uptil 5pm. There is a
sliding seale cost for community
cards holders (35 to $20) and

w;ﬁd $25 to $50).
gister on the day or email
ngaiotaana@hotmail com.
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Charlty Auction {8pm)
Complimentary treat for the first 500

Wednesday 9th April 2014
Mitre 10 MEGA Porirua,
3-5 Semple St, Porirua
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Gold Coin Donation Towards
The New Zealand Breast Cancer Foundation.
THINK PINK!!!
[Dressing up encouraged but not compulsory)
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